
Tolberts Texas 

Indian Hot Springs 
Lures Celebrities 


By FRANK X. TOLBERT 


OLD MAID'S ROAD is a curving, coun- 
try’ Jane off the Old Spurger Road, about 
■1 miles north of Silsbee, Hardin County, 
in The Big Thicket pine and palmetto 
jungle near Beaumont. 

At least two spinsters still live on this 
tone. But when I was down that way re- 
cently T didn't do much research on the 
history of Old Maid's Road because I was 
told the ladies are touchy about discus- 
sions of their spinsterhood. 

SOME JOKER ! in Silsbee was saying that 
he was thinking | of starting a rest home 
for retired unmarried women on Old Maid's 
Road. He'd better not make any cracks 
like that around i the real old maids who 
live on the lane. ! 

IT HAPPENS '(it happens too often ac- 
cording to Dr. Louis Johnston) that I busted 
up a knee while galloping along out in the 
hill country the oilier day. And if the knee 
keeps bothering me I may take it out and 
soak in the waters of Indian Hot Springs, 
Hudspeth County, on the Rio Grande about 


pace for Indian Hot Springs, hor m re- 
cent weeks there have been a number of 
celebrities there to take the waters, in- 
cluding some retired generals and Mr. Tun- 
ney and E. J. Holub, the linebacker for 
the Kansas City Chiefs of the American 
Football League, and some prominent film 
folk. 

Other night, the motion picture actor, 
Cameron Mitchell, called me and said he 
was headed for Indian Hot Springs. “I ve 
got a touch of arthritis,” said Mr. Mitchell, 
“and Gene Tunney recommends Indian Hot 
Springs so highly.” He was only there for 
a few days, but he says he's coming back 
soon, and may be there when I arrive. 

CAMERON MITCHELL is one of the 
stars of a successful western television se- 
ries, called High Chaparral. Fve never 
quite understood the sense of the title of 
this series since a chaparral is a dwarf 
evergreen oak tree. Also it is the label 
for the road runner bird (which might 
make a high chaparral a drunken road 
runner.) 

However, I think chaparral is some- 
times used for any dense, thorny brush. 

Cameron Mitchell said that while he's 


150 miles down river from El Paso. 

As recited in this space many times be- 
fore. Indian Hot; Springs is this state’s 
most remote health resort. And its heavily 
mineralized waters, said to be heated by 
volcanic fires, are; most benevolent to crea- 
ture ailments, according to many Indian 
Hot Springs clients starting with the wild 
Apaches and including, most recently, 
former Heavyweight Boxing Champ Gene 
Tunney, who is troubled with arthritis. 


PERHAPS HAVING an aching obscurity 
such as Tolberto; on this mountain and 
desert scene would be a nice change of 


at H. L. Hunt’s spa on the Rio Grande 
he’ll study this land of 7,000-foot-high moun- 
tains and painted deserts to see if it might 
be suitable for shooting segments of High 
Chaparral. 

Some years ago I made a kidney-jar- 
ring journey in a 4-wheel drive truck 
through the wilderness along the Rio Grande 
from Indian Hot Springs down to Can- 
delaria, where the pavement picks up to- 
ward Presidio. And I can guarantee Mr. 
Mitchell will find plenty of chaparral (in 
the sense of thorny underbrush) in this 
country. 
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